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1 Cor. xv. 58. 
Therefore, my beloved Brethren, be ye 


fledfaft, unmoveable, always joey x 
in the Work of the Lord, for as much 
as ye know, that your Labour is not in 
vain in the Lord. 


\ | 
L ET me, my Brethren, beſpeak your At- 


tention to this Diſcourſe, fince, in all 
Probability, it will be the laſt that I ſhall 
ever deliver to you from this Place. 


Tux great Apoſtle St. Paul, in this Chapter, 
after having fully þrov'd the Doctrine of the 
Reſurrection, and anſwer'd ſome Obje&ions 
that were, or might be, rais d againſt it, con- 
cludes with this pathetical Exhortation in my 
Text, and with which Exhortation I will alſo 


conclude my Miniſtry among you: Therefore, 2 
my beloved Brethren, &c. 


In diſcourſing upon theſe Words, I mall 


17 Torettian the Duties which the C. 
rinthians, and, in them, all Chriſtians, are vj 
exhorted to. et 

B Up, 


"1 * * —— : , _ * — 7 
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II/, THE Encouragement, by which theſe 
| Duties are enforced. And, 


IIa, Cox c Luk with taking my Leave 
A 


Firſt, LET us confi der the Duties which the 
Corinthians, and, in them, all Chriſtians, arc 
exhorted to. 


Now the 1} is Stedfafimeſs Be ye ſtedfaſt; 
7. e. Be ye rooted and well-grounded in the 
Principles of the CHriſtian Religion, or in the 

Belief of that Goſpel which Jeſus Chriſt pub: 

liſhed to the World. Endeavour to have right 
Notions of the Being and Providence of Gop 
that He is every- Where preſent, and knoweth 
all things — that He orders and directs all 
Cauſes and Events that he hath appointed a 

Day, wherein He will judge the World by 
Chriſt Feſus — that then every one muſt anſwer. 
for the things done in the Body, whether they 

'Y be good or evil— that eternal Happineſs awaits 

= ', the Good and Righreous, and eternal Miſery the 

= Wicked and Impenitent.— Be convinc d that 
the Goſpel Diſpenſation, which Jeſus Chriſt the 
Son of Gop hath made known to us, is the 
only Way that leads to Happineſs ; and that it 
is through Him alone, that our good Works 
will, be accepted, and our Repentance available 


for Pardon and Salvation. Neither is * 
Hal- 


I 


1 
** = Pn 


a Q 


roy. 


Salvation in any Ks for there is none ot her 


Name under Hea uen given among men reh 
we muſt be ſaved. Ads iv. 12. 


Bur, as Sredfaſtitſs, properly ſo call'd; muſt 


bi the Reſult of ſerious Reflection and mature 


Deliberation; let me in a particular Manner 
exhort you to conſider well the Nature of thar 
Religion, which you have the Happineſs to 


enjoy, and which you profeſs to believe. 


CHRI 5 TIANITT is a divine Institu- 
tion, worthy of its Author, diſplaying the Good. 
neſs and Mercy of Gop; and to live according 
to its Rules and Injunctions, is the Glory. and 
Happineſs of Man. — Its Deſign was to aboliſh 
the Body of Sin, to repair the Ruins of our 


fallen Nature, and to reſtore us to ſuch a State 


of Purity and Holineſs in 7hzs Life, as might 
render us acceptable to GoD in the next. In- 
ſtead of perfee?, unſinning Obedience, which was 
require'd of Adam in the State of his Inno- 
cence, ' God is graciouſly pleaſed; in Confidera- 
tion of that grand Atonement made by Chriſt, 
to accept of our Honeſt, diligent E ndeavours, 
and to reward our /incere, tho imperfelt, Obe- 
dience.— This is called the Goſpet Covenant; 
and, what Benefits accrue to you thereby —— 
what precious - Promiſes are therein made 
through Chri/f——and what Conditions are re- 


quir d on your Part to render you capable of 


receiving them, all this you would do well ſeri- 
B 2 ARE ouſly 
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ThE fi time to come. 


"Wet 


ouſly to conſider, —-By the Covenant of Grace, 


(which Covenant we entered into at our Bap- 


tiſm) we are intitled to many great and valuable 
Privileges; we thereby become the Children 


of Gop; and if Children, then Heirs; Heirs 


of God, and Foint- Heirs with Chriſt (Rom. 
viii. 17.) of the Promiſe of eternal Glory. And 
oh! that we would but be perſuaded to behave 


ourſclves ſyitably to this Dignity, and act agree- 


ably to this Divine Relation! — But, altho'. 


Almighty Gop, in and through his Son, has 


been pleas'd to promiſe, that He will pardon 
Qur Sins and Failings,-—that He will give us 
Grace to enable us to perform our Duty, and 
will reward us with eternal Happineſs; yet we 
muſt always bear in Mind, that theſe Promiſes 
arc only made conditionally; provided we have 
a lively Faith in his Son, a Faith that worketh 
by Love, — that we comply with the Terms 
of the Goſpel, —that we ſincerely endeavour 
to keep the Commandments of God, Mat. xix. 
17. and zo live ſoberly, righteauſh, and godly 
in this preſent World, Tit. ii. 12, And 
whercinſoeyer we offend, either by Sins of 

human Frailty, or by thoſe of Wilfylneſs or 
Preſumption, that we immediately, with an 
unfeigned Sorrow, and true Repentance, im- 


| plore Gop's Pardon, through the Merits of 


our Saviour, and walk morc circumſpæctiy bar 
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Tn HESE are eh Otto without care- 
fully performing of which, all our 1 of 
Salvation will N in ws i 


ALL that our Saviour did, and ſuffered, for 
us, was not intended to take away the Neceſ- 
ſity of our Good Works, to be a Diſpenſation 
from holy living; but to make our good Deeds, 
and our Repentance, acceptable with Gob, 


9277 kh land I” 
4 


and to fit us for Heaven, by purifying unto. 
Himſelf a peculiar People zealous of good 
3 works, Tit. ii. 14. And that GOD ſhould' 
A ever vouchſafe to promiſe a Happineſs, ſo 
. great as the Joys of Heaven, to be conferred 
$ upon us for our poor, imperfe& Services, is 
"Th intirely the Effect of his infinite en __ 
1 rhe Blood of his dear Son. 

* 

r T HERE is not a greater, or more fatal 
1 Cheat, that Men can put upon themſelves, 
y nor is there any thing more contrary to the 
d Goſpel of Chriſt, than to hope for the Hap- 
f pineſs of Heaven, without an holy Life. ——The_ 
Ir continuing in any groſs, habitual Sin, and pre- 
n tending to be a Diſciple of Chriff, is ſuck. a 
1- Contradiction, as is condemned almoſt in every 
of Page of Scripture. - Our Saviour cxprefly aſſures 
'r us, that not every one that ſaith" unto Him, 


Lord, Lord, ſhall enter into the Kingdom of 

Heaven; but he that doth the Will of His 

Father, which ts in Heaven, Matth. vii. 2 5 
An 


"for. 


And St. Paul ſays, Know ye not, that the 
Unrighteous ſhall not inherit the K ing dom of 
God? Be 2 deceiued; neither Fornicators, 
nor Idolaters, nor Adulterers, nor Effemi- 
nate, nor Abuſers of themſelves with Man- 
kind, nor Thieves, nor Covetous, nor Drunk- 
ards, nor Revilers, nor Extortioners, ſhall in- 
herit the Kingdom of God, 1 Cor. vi. 9, 10.— 
And leſt any Man ſhould flatter himſelf with 
the Hopes of Safety, becauſe he may not be 
guilty of all theſe ; St. James tells us, that 
the living in one notorious wiltul Sin unre- 
pented of, will as certainly condemn us, as if 
we were guilty of many more: For, whoſo- 
ever (fays he) ſhall keep the whole Law, and 
yet offend in one Point, he is guilty of all, 
Jani i 10. 
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Ou! that they would conſider this, who are 
Slaves to their Luſts, and led Captive by the 
Devil at his Will! who are ſo far from getting 
the Dominion over Sin, that Sin has abſolutely 
got the Dominion over them; and, (contrary 
to an apoſtolical Precept), ſo reigus in their 

mortal Body, that they obey it in the Liſts 
thereof, Rom. vi. 12. Such may be ſure, that, 
tho' they pretend to believe the Goſpel, they 
know very little of the Nature of it, and will 
ſhare leſs in the Benefits of it; for, if their 
Faith cannot fave them from their Sins here, it 
will never fave them from the dreadful Conſe- 
quences of ther hereafter. — In a word, if 


their 
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their Endeavours after Holineſs are faint and 
languiſhing, whilſt their Paſſion for eatthly 
Things is ſtrong and predominant 5 if their 
Deſires of Pleaſure are unreſtrained, their ln- 
temperances and Exceſſes frequent and un- 
controuled ; they certainly are, whatever they 
may think, in the Gall of Bitterneſs, and in 
the Bond of Iniquity ; their Hope 1s the Hope 
of the Hypocrite ; though they call, the Lord 
will not. anſwer ; but will laugh at their Ca- 
lamity, and mock when their Fear cometh, 
Prov. i. 26. | 


BE fedfaſt then, my Brethren, in this Truth; 
and let it. be deeply rooted in your Hearts, that 
a good Life, together with a lively Faith in 
CHRIST, is indiſpenſably neceſſary to Salya- 

tion: And that, tho' Sins of 1:firmity will 

cleave to the beſt of Men, during this State of 

Imperfection, yet every ſincere Chriſtian may, by 

the Grace of GOD, and his own. hearty Endea- 

vours, keep himſelf from the Power-of groſs 

and notorious Crimes. For the former, I mean + 
Sins of Infirmity and Surprize, provided We 

ſtrive againſt them, and arc, forry for them, 

We have an Advocate with the Father, Feſus 
Chriſt the Righteous, and He is the Proph, 

tation: — But, for the latter, thoſe of Wil- 

fulneſs and Preſumption, without, timely and 
ſincere Repentance, there remaineth no Sacrifice, 
bor, (as the Apoſtle ſays) if we, /in wilfully, 

after that we have received the Knowlege. 2 

: The 
4 


f 8 3 
the Truth, there remaineth no more & acrifice 
for Sins ; but 4 certain fearful looking for of | 


en, and feery NY Heb. x. 
26, 2 1 


IHAVE dwelt the longer upon t beexale; ; 
unleſs we are well ſettled in the Principles of 
Religion, and underſtand thoroughly the Na- 
ture of Chriſtianity, we ſhall be zofſed about 
with every Wind of Doctrine, and never be 
able to attain to the next Duty we are exhorted 
to in my Text; viz. Unmoveableneſs. 


II. B E unmoveable; that is, Let nothing in 
this World perſuade you to renounce thoſe 
Doctrines, which you are convinced are founded 
upon Truth, and which you embraced upon 
the matureſt Deliberation. Let neither the 
Allurements of Riches, nor the Preſſures of 
Want, ftagger you in the Faith. — Let not 
the Smiles and Promiſes of the Great, nor the 
Frowns and Threatnings of the Mighty, ever 
prevail with you to comply with any thing 
that is baſe or diſhonourable. Courage and 
Conſtancy ought to be the inſeparable Com- 
panions of every Soldier, that is liſted under 
the Banner of Chriſt: And as the Captain of 
our Salvation was made perfect thro Sufferings, 
ſo his Followers muſt not grudge to tread in 
their Maſter's Steps, or think much to aſcend 
to Glory by the ſame W r and Wr that 180 
*. | 
1 | Pownn 


ks 
a 
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Pow WER nol — Hain ati, We 
too great an Influence upon the Minds of | 
Men ; and Hopes of- worldly Grandeur ſomes 
times prompt them to mean Compliances, and 
ſordid Actions: Nay, ſome will not ſcruple to 
aſcend, tho' it be by «nhallowed Steps, and 
chuſe to be ſtyled — at the Expence 
of Honour. —— But the true Chriſtian is ſteady 
and immoveable: His Principles are founded 
upon Truth, and his Practice agrees with his 
Principles. — Altho Storms of Perſecution 
gather round him, and ſeem to threaten im- 
mediate. Ruin, yet all is at Peace within 5 his 
Mind is eaſy and undiſturb'd, and he enjoys 


that Happineſs, which it is not in the Power of 


the World, either to give, or to take away. 
As there is but one adequate Rule of Human 
Actions; vis. the Mill of God; ſo his chief 
Study and Delight is to underſtand that: And, 
accordingly, the holy Scriptures, thoſe lively 
Oracles of God, wherein the divine Pleaſure is 
exhibited to us, are dearer to Him than Ton- 
ſands of Gold and H. ver, and are * r 


tion Night and Day. 


wa EN a Man has e * * an is 


not only ftedfaft in his Principles, but immoue- 


able in his Practice, then he is in a proper 
Diſpoſition for performing the other Duty re- 


commended ;. viz. Always to abound in the 


Work "_ 8 Lord. 
C 'T HAT 
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-THar is, Be diligent in the Practice of what - 
ever tends to the Glory of God, the Good of 


your Neighbour, and the Welfare of your own 


Souls. 


9 „WI * firſt, indeed, underſtand our Duty, be · 
fore we can practiſe it; but Knowledge without 
Practice will only ſerve to increaſe our Damna- 
tion. lt is not ſufficient for us to be ortho- 
dox in our Opinions, to aſſent to all the Articles 
of the Chriſtian Faith, and to believe, that the 
Scriptures are the Word of Gop ; all this will 
profit us nothing, unleſs it produce in us the 


Fruits of good living, unleſs our Lives and 


Converſation . be agreeable to the Goſpel of 
Chriſt, and our Works correſpond with our 
Faith. — The great End and Deſign of Chri- 
ſtianity was, to make Men pious and deyout, 
ſober and juſt, chaſte and temperate, and to 
fill the Mind with all thoſe divine Graces 
which are the Ornaments of our Chriſtian 
Profeſſion: And if Religion have not this Effect 
upon us; if its Motives cannot preyail with us 
to quit our Sins, ro renounce all forbidden 
Pleaſures, to withdraw our Hearts from all 
inordinate Affection to this World, and fix 
them upon hcavenly Things; we may be aſſu- 
ted, our Faith wills aot profit us, our Religion 
is vain.— : 


OE To aan, — Hi in the Wark of the Lord, 
is, to practiſe thoſe great Dutics recommended 


in holy Writ; ſuch as Temperance, Sobriety, 
4 Ms: 


- 


Tar 


Righteouſneſs, and Godlineſs : — To mike: 5 '® 


Religion our chief Concern: —— Toendeavour: 
daily to know more and more of the Will of 


GoD, and, when known, to live according to 


it: — To take all Opportunities of converſ. 


* with God in Prayer, both publick and pri- 


vate: — To be diligent in hearing and read- 
ing his Word; — and frequent in our Ap- 
proaches to the Table of the LRD: To 
manage the Affairs of this Life, in that Station 
wherein Gop has placed us, with Honeſty and 
Moderation; depending more (tho' ever fo 
induſtrious) upon the Bleſſing of  Gop, than 
upon our own Endeavours: To reflect often 
upon our paſt Conduct; conſider whether our 
manner of Life be agreeable to our Profeſſion, 
and whether we are in the Way that leads to 
Happineſs : — And, if we be overtaken 
in a Fault, (as, alas! who is not, too often?) 
either by Surprize, or natural Infirmity, or by 


the Violence of ſome Temptation, that we im- 


mediately humble ourſelves by a deep Repent- 
ance; take Sanctuary in the Mercy of GOD; 
through the Merits of our S AVIO UR; and 
reſolve, by the Divine Aſſiſtance, to > take more 
Heed for the future, — 


Bur the grand Queſtion is, How we! ſhall 
be able to do all this? Not of ourſelves, nor 
by our own Power, we may be certain. 
Men may, by the Strength of natural Parts, by 
. mere dint of Human Reaſon, with diligent 
C 2 Endea- 


E 
Endeavours, become great Proficients in Arts 
and Sciences, and be well verſed in worldly 
Knowledge; but the brighteſt Genius, the 
quickeſt Conception, and the moſt ardent Ap- 
plication, can never of themſelves make a Man 
good or religious. Without the Aſſiſtance of 
Divine Grace, all Attempts of this Nature will 
prove unſucceſsful; for we are not, as the 
Apoſtle ſays, (2 Cor. iii. 5.) ſuſſicient of our- 
ſetues to think any thing, as of ourſelves ; but 
aur Sufficiency is of God. Phil. ii. 1 3. | 


Co become wicked, we need * y fr ſupinely 
till, and the Seeds of Vice, like ill Weeds, 
will ſprout up of themſelves, and flouriſh-abun- 

dantly: But to become religious, we muſt la- 
bour diligently, read often, and pray fervently. 
—— Good Principles muſt be early inſtilled, and 
they, like tender Plants, muſt be carefully 
looked after, it we expect them ever to come 
to Perfection. Our corrupt Nature is, in it- 
ſelf, inclined to Vice, and indiſpoſed to Virtue; 
and, conſequently, in order to get the better 
of our Corruption, there is an abſolute Ne- 
ceſſity that we apply to Him, who alone is able 
to make us more than Conquerors. | 


Ler me, therefore, prevail with you, my 
Brethren, as you tender your eternal Welfare, 
to make a conſtant Uſc of thbſc Means, to 
which Gop has annexed the Promiſe of his 
Grace — I mcan daily Prayer, diligent reading 
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of the Scriptures, and frequenting the Table of 


the Lord. Thoſe are called the Meant of 
Grace, becauſe the Grace of Gop is ordinarily 
given in the Uſe of them: And as we have no , 
Promiſe: or Aſſurance, ſo we ought not to 


expect, that it will be REN us in an eff 3 
ainary . 

THERE is one Caution, 8 not 7 
proper to be here inſerted. —Many People, 
now-a-days, lay the whole Streſs of Religion 
on the Obſervance of thoſe leſſer Duties, ſuch: | 
as hearing Sermons, reading, praying. and 
the like; when at the ſame time they ſhall: be 
much addicted to ſome particular Vices, ſuch as 
Pride, Cenſoriouſneſs, Drunkenneſs, Swearing, 
Contention, c. — They will be punctual in 
paying Tithe of Mint, and Aniſe, and Cu. 
min, but omit the weightier Matters of the 
Law, Judgment, Mercy, and Faith, Matth. 


xxiii. 23.— Others there are, who quite caſt 


off and reject the aforeſaid Means of Religion, 
pretending that they can exerciſe the Duties of 
Sobriety, Juſtice, and Temperance, without 

them; flattering themſelves, vain Men! with 
the Hopes of attaining Heaven, tho they refuſe 

to be conducted by Haw, who alone can lead 
them thither. 


TatsE are Bade both of which, like 
e Rocks, ought . to be avoid: | 


= 


CS [14] 


Tux Means of Religion we aa aſe be- 
cauſe . Gop hath appointed them: But we 
ought not to reſt in them, or imagine we are 

ever the better for uſing them, unleſs they 

convey to us a Principle of new Life, and 

enable us the better to keep the more u 

ſtantial Duties of the Goſpel. The one ought 

to be done, and the other not to be left undone. 

We may, indeed, uſe theſe outward Means, 

and yet be bad Men; becauſe we may reſt in 

the bare Performance of them, having no- 
Soundneſs at the Heart, deſtitute of a vital 

Principle, which ſhould inwardly change and 

= parify our Minds: But we cannot be good Men 
= without uſing them, becauſe (as was before 
1 obſerved) the Grace of Gop, by which alone 
we can work out our Salvation, will not be 
given us any other Way. 


. | -% 


THEREFORE let not Idleneſs, Buſineſs, or 

Pleaſure, ever keep you from exerciſing yous- 

= - felves in all the Parts of your Chriſtian Duty, 
. when you have Leiſure, and ſeaſonable Oppor- 
| tunities.— Conſider and reflect, Whether you 
have not often poſtponed, and willingly laid 

alide, your worldly Buſineſs, in order to bear a 

Part in ſome favourite Diverſion ; when, at 

another time, the ſame Buſineſs, not at all 

more urgent, ſhall be thought a ſufficient Plea 

for neglecting religious Duties? If this be the 

Caſe, is it not a ſtrong Proof, that your Mind 

le | has 
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has a keener Reliſh for 1 chan for hea- 
venly Things? Does it not diſcover an un- 


happy Turn of Thinking, and ſhew that your 
Diverſs verſions are more agrecable to you, than 
your Devotions ? Does it not manifeſt, that 


your Love of Gop is cold, and that a divine 
Flame wants to be kindled in your Hearts?—— 
Lou profeſs, indeed, in your Prayers *, that 


God's Service is perfelt' Teedom : But, alas! 


if this were the Language of the Heart, as well 


as of the Tongue, publick Prayer, which is 
Part of that Service, would be more your De- 
light, God's. Altar would be more crouded 
with - joyful Communicants, and his Word 
would be oftener your Study and Recreation.— 

If trifling Amuſements can keep you from con- 
verſing with Gop in Prayer, and other devout 
Excrciſcs, —you would do well to ſuſpect the 
Treachery of your own Hearts, to retire into 
yourſelyes, commune with your Hearts, and ſee 
whether Gop or Mammon has the Aſcendant; 


and whether He, who reigns ſupreme in the 


great World without, reigns alfo in the little ; 
World within. 


THAT what has bern * offered, may 
have a better Influence upon ou Minds 
I now proceed, | 


IL. To my ſecond 3 Head, vis, To 
conſider the Encouragement by which the Du. 
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ties in my Text are chforced;} and that is an 
Affurance of Reward — Foraſmuch as ye 
know, that your Labour is not in vain in the 
Lord. 


Ir is the a Proſpect of Succeſs, the 
Hopes of a Recompence, that animate Man- 
kind in all their Purſuits. Let their Aims be 
Ambition, Riches, or Pleaſures, if there is any 
Likclihood of ſucceeding, they will readily un- 
dergo the greateſt "Hardſhips, and chearfully 
undertake the moſt difficult Enterprizes.— 
And ſhall the Men of the World take ſo much 
Pains, run ſo many Hazards, for the ſake of 

eriſhing Honours, and momentary Satisfactions? 
And ſhall we, Chriſtians, think any thing too 
much to do, or ſuffer, in order to obtain eter- 
nal Glory in the Heavens? Surely, it we con- 
fider what a Prize we have before us, what 
Crowns of Glory we contcnd for, nothing in 
this World would obſtrut or hinder us in 
running the Race that is ſet before us. | 


WHarT greater Motive can there be to ſtir 
us up to abound in every good Work, than the 
Aſſurance that every ſuch Work ſhall be re- 
warded in Heaven, and add Luſtre to our 
Crown? What greater Encouragement to bear 
up mantully under the Preſſures of Afflidtion, 
the Troubles and Misfortunes in Life, than the 
Certainty, that they are but ſhort, that the 
Scene of this World muſt quickly paſs away, 
5 and all the — Pomp of it diſappear? 5 


Ir 


A — TY 7,07 


— 
| | w | ' 
1] 
L 
® * o 
7 * a + . "= : * 9. . 
* 


Ix is want of Conſideration alone, that 


makes Men cold and indifferent about the Re- 


wards of a future State: For if they frequently 
meditated upon them, and often called the 
lovely Idea to their Minds, it is impoſſible but 
that they muſt affectionately deſite them, and 
labour to attain tgemn. 


WnAr was it that made the firſt Chriſtians 
deſpiſe the Splendor of this World, renounce 
its Pleaſures, and ſo bravely combat with Diffi- 
culties; but the Hopes of that eternal State of 
Glory, which was revealed to them? — With- 
out Doubt, they had, with Moſes, an Eye ts 
the Recompence of the Reward, Reb! xi. 26. 
a Reward, they knew, not proportioned to 
their Services only, but ſuch as the infinite 
Goodneſs and Mercy of Go would beſtow 3 
a Reward which Chriſt purchaſed. by his Death, 
and which is to be conferred upon all thoſe 
that love and obey Him: An Inheritance in- 
corruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not 
away, reſerved in Heaven for them, 1 Pet. i. 4. 


Ir any of xs, (which Gop forbid!) ſhould 


come ſhort of this Bleſſedneſs; With what An- 
guiſh of Spirit and Remorſe of Conſcience, 


with what relenting Conſideration, ſhall we 
behold others enter into Glory, and ſit down 
with Azraham, Iſaac and Facob, and we our- 


{clves thruſt out? How ſhall we accuſe our- 
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ſelves of Madneſs and Folly, to be caſt down 
into the bottomleſs ' Pit with Satan and his 
Angels, when we had it once in our Power 
to have reigned with CHR 1 9 * in endleſs 
lor! +) 


TRR Gaieties, ab ae Y Follics of 
Life, may amuſe us at preſent, engage the 
Fancy, and divert the Mind from nobler Views: 
But the Time vill come, when theſe Things 
will no longer pleaſe; when all that was once 
chearful and deſireable in Life, will prove dull 
and inſipid; and when nothing but the Teſti- 
mony of a good Conſcience, the Recollection 
of Years paſt wel/ ſpent, will afford us any 
ſolid Comfort, or. give Peace and Tranquillity 
to the departing Soul. If, at that Time, we 
can fit down, and, upon a Review of our paſt 
Lives, can ſay with King Hezekiah—— Re- 
member, now, O Lord, 1 ere Thee, how 
J have walked before Thee in Truth, and 
with :a perfect Heart, and have done that 
which is good in thy Hebt, Iſa. xxxviii. 3,— 
How eaſy will the Thoughts of Death be! 
What a pleaſing Proſpect ſhall we then have, 
in looking forward to Eternity, where our 
Treaſure is, and where that Gop reigns, 
whom we have faithfully ſerved, whoſe Laws 
we have diligently kept, and whoſe Service 
_ been our greateſt Delight! 


Bur 
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B UT, my our ; Courſe of Life wal have w_ 
ſuch, as will not bear examining with any 
tolerable Satisfaction; if our Conſcience accuſe 
us of deliberate Sins unrepented of, and Sins 


of Frailty or Surprize, which we never heartily 


lamented, nor ſtrove againſt ; if we have been 
Strangers to Reading and Meditation, Prayer, 
and other religious Duties; in ſhort,” if we 
have led ſuch Lives, as that we. may juſtly 
queſtion, whether we have any Title to the 
Promiſes of Gop made in Chriſt Feſus ;—T 
want Words to expreſs the Confuſion of Mind, 


that muſt ariſe at that juncture, from ſuch an 


Uncertainty, and from the Thoughts of es 
neglected 2 great Salvation! 


CONSIDER with vues . think, 
what Conſternation of Mind, what trembling 
Horror, muſt ſeize upon Joſepb s Brethren, 
when he made himſelf known unto them! 
How were they ſtruck dumb, and tronblad at 
bis Preſence, when he ſaid, 1 am Fol oy. ; 


Muc more will every wicked Chriftian 
tremble and ſhake, when they ſhall ſee CHRIST 
coming in the Clouds of Heaven, to aan Ven- 


geance on his Enemies — 


I am Is us, (may our Bleſſed Savioun 
juſtly ſay) J am JEsus, that left the Glories 


of my Father, to live a poor and afflited Life 
— 2 with 
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with you the Cans of Men! I not only ſet 

you an Example, but I gave you a Body of 
Laws to walk by; and laid before you the Re- 
wards that you might expect from obey ing my 
Commandments, and the Puniſhments that 
would attend the Breach of them. I ſer before 
you Life and Death. Nay, I laid down my 
very Life for your Sakes! — What could | have 
done more, for an ungrateful and rebellious 
World: — But ſince you have lighted and de- 
ſpiſcd all theſe Mercics, and have preferred 
your own Luti's, and worldly Intereſts, to my 
Commands; — ſince you have rather choſen 
the vain Pleaſures of a tranſient World, than 
the glorious and everlaſting Happineſs of Hea- 
ven; ſince you have choſen Death, rather than 
Life; baffled my Paſſion, derided my Suffer- 
ings *, you mult periſh in your own Folly, and 
fall into- the Pit which you have digged for 
yourſelves. — Depart from me, ye Curſed, into 
everlaſting Fire, prepared for the n and 
his Angels, Matth. xxv. 5 


Bur, on the * Hand, How will it tranl⸗ 
rt every true Believer, and fill their Minds 
with Ecſtaſies of Joy, to fee Him, whom their 
Souls have loved, and ardently longed for, 
coming, attended with Millions of Angels, to 
confer Crowns of Glory upon them! And, 
with what aſtoniſning Loye and Admiration, 


See Prov. i. 24, Cc. 


Will 
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Praiſe, the bleſſed Senten 
good and faithful Servant; E — "thou into the 
Foy of thy Lord ! ver. 23. 
| Such, my Brethren, will 8 the — * 
the Reward, of every Chriſtian at that Day, 
who continues now, in this State of Trial, to 
be ſtedfaſt, unmoveable, alwa 25 * in 


tbe Work Feth ant. oY 

1 SHALL now, in a few Words as, 1 pro 
poſed, | 517 74 
III. In the Third and Laſl Place, conclude f 
with taking my Leave of you. 6 


Tas. is a Time uncaſy to reflect upon, 
and therefore, I hope, you will excuſe my 
Breyity, as touching this Point. — The 
parting but with one Friend, is ever painful, 
and cauſes Sorrow in the Mind: How. much 
more then, to part with many? — And this 
is my Caſe, — For ſuch 1 eſteem thoſe. who 
have waited on my Minibry, who have liſtened 
to the Inſtructions given in this Place, and have 
provoked others, by their Example, to Love, 
and Good Works: Thoſe (to f peak in the Words 
of the Apoſtle, 1 Theſſ. ii. 19.) are e 
our Joy, our Cru of rejoicing. | 


THERE can be no greater Pleaſure to every 
ſincere Miniſter of Chriſt, than to ſee * La- 
ours 
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boitts among their People bleſſed with Saeciths 
Endeavour, therefore, my Brethren, to fulfil 
* Joy of your Faſtors in this ref] pect. — 


14 M, indeed, very ſenſible of the many, 
many Failures in my Duty, with regard to my 
Miniſtry : But, I hope, and pray, that GO D, 
for the Sake of his dear SON, will over- 
look them ; and, that the Deficiencies, which 
have been in me, He, of His great Mercy, 
will abundantly ſupply, and make up to you. 
And, as He ſometimes is pleafed to work 
by the weakeſt Means, if my poor Endeavours, 
during the few Ycars I have lived among you, 
have been any Ways inſtrumental in doing 
you Service, in promoting your everlaſting 
Welfare, in confirming any one in Goodneſs, 
or reclaiming any one from Vice; I ſhall think 
my Time happily beſtowed, and beg that 
GOD, who is the Author of all Good, may 
have all the Glory; and, that I may be re- 
membered by you in your Prayers. 


As for the Kindneſs, that a// of you, in 
general, have ſhewed me, and the undeſerved 
Favours that ſome of you, in particular, have 
conferred upon me, all I can fay, (and I wiſh 
I could ſay and do more) is, that my Thanks, 
my Prayers, my kindeſt Wiſhes, ſhall ever at- 
tend you. — I leave theſe Words with you, as 
a Teſtimony of my Gratitude and Eſteem for 
you: And, I have humble Hopes, that what 
has now been faid, will, with the 9 
| 6 O 
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of G0 Ds holy Spirit, make a proper and 
laſting Impreſſion upon your Minds, and prove 
of Service to you, when I am gone. 


IN the mean time, I commend you to the 
Grace of GOD, and (in the Words of St.. 
Paul) Beſeech the Lord, that He would male 
you to increaſe and abound in Love one to- 
wards another, and towards all Men, even as 
ve do towards you: To the end He may eſta- 
bliſh your Hearts unblameable in H. 420 be- 
fore God, even our Father, at the commg of © 
our Lord Feſus Chriſt, with all his Saints, 

1 Theſſ. iii. 12, 13. | > 


Wurcn G OD, of his infinite Mercy, grant, 
through JESUS CHRIST ourLoRD; to 
whom (with the Father, and the Holy 
Ghoſt) be aſcribed all Honour, Might, 
Majeſty, and Dominion, both now and 
for « ever. Amen. 
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